
 www.rachelbillmeyer.com • Strategic Reading in the Content Areas • © 2004 Rachel Billmeyer

Strategic Reading in the Content Areas
Practical Applications for Creating a Thinking Environment

Table of Contents

Dedication . . . . . . . .   . .     iii

Acknowledgments . . . . . . . . .    iv

Foreword . . . . . . . .  . .     v

About this Book . . . . . . . . .    vi

Chapter 1 Outcomes - Introduction . . . . . .     2
Rationale . . . . . . . .     5
Creating Communities of Learners . . . . .     6
Structure of the Book . . . . . . .     7

Chapter 2 Principles of Learning. . . . . . .   10

Chapter 3 Strategic Reading in the Content Areas . . . .   24
What is Strategic Reading? . . . . .   26
What is a Strategic Reader? . . . . .   30
A Framework for Strategic Reading in the Content Areas .   32

Chapter 4  Metacognition - “Thinking About Your Thinking” . . .   42
 Helping Students Become Metacognitive . . .   45

•  Metacognitive Tool - “Questioning” . .   46
•  Metacognitive Tool - “Talking” . . .   48
•  Metacognitive Tool - “Writing” . . .   50

Chapter 5 3 Interactive Reading Ingredients - Introduction . . .   54
Section 1:  Reader . . . . . .   55
Section 2:  Context . . . . . .   63
Section 3:  Text Overview . . . . .   67

• Format . . . . . .   71
• Readability . . . . . .   72
• Structure: Learning from Informative Text . .   77
• Structure: Learning from Narrative Text . .   89
• Vocabulary Development . . . . 100

Chapter 6 Voices from the Classroom - Introduction . . . . 114
Strategic Reading in Art . . . . . 116
Strategic Reading in Business Education and Technology . 123

ii



 www.rachelbillmeyer.com • Strategic Reading in the Content Areas • © 2004 Rachel Billmeyer

Strategic Reading in English/Language Arts . . . 130
Strategic Reading in Foreign Language . . . 141
Strategic Reading on the Internet . . . . 148
Strategic Reading in Mathematics . . . . 152
Strategic Reading in Music . . . . . 161
Strategic Reading in  Physical Education and Health . . 169
Strategic Reading in Science . . . . . 175
Strategic Reading in Social Studies . . . . 185

Chapter 7 More Voices from the Classroom - Introduction . . . 194
Strategic Reading  and the Young Child . . . 196
Strategic Reading and the English Language Learner . 202
Strategic Reading and the Special Education Learner . 207
Strategic Reading and the Reluctant Adolescent  Reader . 213

Chapter 8 Essential Reading Ingredients . . . . . . 218
Read-Aloud . . . . . . . 220
Sustained Silent Reading . . . . . 222
The Role of Parents or Guardians . . . . 224

Chapter 9 Creating a Literate Environment Through Children’s Literature . 228
Pre-K through 12 Annotated Bibiliography for All Content Areas 229

Chapter 10 References . . . . . . . . 245

Appendix Learning Teams as a Source for Professional Development . . 252
Learning Team Process Activity:  Anticipation Guide . . 254
Questions to Assess the Effectiveness of a Textbook . . . 255
Contributors . . . . . . . . 257
About the Author . . . . . . . 259

Dedication
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Their work ethic and love for learning has provided the platform

for my continued efforts as an educator.

“My love and my thanks, Mom and Dad!”
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